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Jane Mense appeals the judgment of the probate division of the circuit court
enforcing succession provisions of her irrevocable trust as directed by the first trustee,
Zachary Rennick. A drafting error caused a sentence of the trust granting succession
powers to omit the subject name or pronoun. Rennick invoked that provision to remove
Mense’s designated successor trustee and appoint a series of commercial trustees as
successor trustees. Mense claims that the omission creates an ambiguity rendering
Rennick’s succession powers and designations unenforceable.

AFFIRMED

DIVISION FIVE HOLDS: (1) The omission does not render the trust ambiguous. The
sentence granting succession powers immediately follows the designation of Rennick as
first trustee. In this context, it necessarily refers to Rennick. The two sentences together
permit no other interpretation. (2) Rennick’s appointment of a commercial successor
trustee was enforceable. (3) Extrinsic evidence of Mense’s intentions and understanding
was inadmissible.
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